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France also, like Russia, took a negative attitude toward
Sir Edward Grey's proposal for mediation between Austria
and Russia. As has been indicated above, it was made to
Cambon around mid-day on Friday, July 24; but it made
little or no impression on him, owing perhaps to his eager-
ness to impress upon Grey the plan for mediation between
Austria and Serbia, which he and Count Benckendorff had
agreed upon together. Nor did Cambon report it to his
Government. Sir Edward waited in vain for any reply
from the French. He had to admit next day to Lichnowsky
that "he did not yet know whether France would partici-
pate. He had talked with Cambon, but had so far received
no reply. He counted firmly on the assent of France,
although he did^not know how far she was already com-
mitted to Russia."52
Thus, it was not so much Germany, as Russia and
France, who failed to give approval to Sir Edward Grey's
proposal for mediation by the four Powers if Austria and
Russia should mobilize.
GREY'S PEOPOSAL FOE A CONFERENCE OF
AMBASSADORS, JULY 26
On Saturday evening, July 25, the European situation
had taken a decided turn for the worse. Austria had broken
off diplomatic relations at Belgrade, and Austria and Serbia
had ordered mobilization against each other. In Russia
war excitement and the military party were in the ascen-
dant, the Tsar had sanctioned provisionally the mobiliza-
tion of 1,100,000 men, and measures of the "Period Prepara-
tory to War" were about to be put into effect. But the
news of these ominous events had not yet reached London,,
where a more hopeful tone prevailed than the day before,
of which a part is here quoted, was at first included in the draft copy of
the Blue Book of 1914 as No. 28, but then deleted by Sir Edward Grey's
direction, and No. 28 was marked "Nil"
52 Lichnowsky to Bethmann, July 25; KD., 180; <?/. also BJX, 116.